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The effort to bring RTI strategies and priorities into early 
childhood classrooms is fairly new. Early childhood 
classroom that are leading the way in adapting RTI to 
effectively meet the needs of each and every child they 
serve include:

• Center for Response to Intervention in Early Childhood 
(the University of Kansas)

• Recognition and Response: Pathways to School 
Success for Young Children 

• The Literacy Partnership of Washington, D.C.

These exemplary programs share their work in areas  
such as: 

• Evidence-based curriculum 
• A supportive environment 
• Effective scheduling 
• High levels of child engagement 
• Differentiation and flexible grouping 

You may want to review the above websites to find ideas 
for your program. Note that these programs have found 
that adoption of RTI into young children’s educational 
settings takes time, a shift of thinking, continual monitoring 
and ongoing feedback, and creative problem solving on 
the part of administrators, staff, and families. RTI requires 
continual reflection on instructional practice, too. 

Who Has Made RTI Work in  
an Early Childhood Setting? 

You may be wondering how to get started on the road 
to RTI. You have already taken the first step by reading 
about RTI as it applies to early childhood. Teachers in 
today’s early childhood community are fortunate. There is 
a growing body of online resources that are freely available 
so that you can further your understanding of what it takes 
to utilize a tiered and assessment-based approach to 
inclusion. For example, in the National Center for Learning 
Disabilities’ Roadmap to Pre-K RTI, “Steps to Implementing 
a Program-wide Model of RTI in Early Childhood Settings” 
(p. 20) lists nine steps to implementing RTI and “Guiding 
Questions for Self Assessment of Readiness to Implement 
RTI in PreK” (p. 21) provides eighteen thoughtful 
questions.  

Ongoing Assessment is Key

Books About EC Quality Practices and RTI
If you are planning to utilize some form of RTI in your 
early childhood program, you may need to do some 
additional reading. Here are some popular book 
titles that Merrie Darrah, Ohio State Support Team 
Consultant for Region 4, recommends:  

•	Alternative Approaches to Assessing Young 
Children by Angela Losardo and Angela Notari-
Syverson (Brookes Publishing, Baltimore, MD, 
2001). 

•	Blended Practices for Teaching Young Children 
in Inclusive Settings by Jennifer Grisham-Brown, 
Mary Louise Hemmeter, and Kristie Pretti-Frontczak 
(Brookes Publishing, Baltimore, MD, 2005).   

•	Bridging: Assessment for Teaching and Learning 
in Early Childhood Classrooms, PreK–3 by Jie-Qi 
Chen and Gillian Dowley McNamee (Corwin Press, 
Thousand Oaks, CA, 2007).

•	Building Blocks for Teaching Preschoolers with 
Special Needs, 2nd ed., by Susan R. Sandall and 
Ilene S. Schwartz (Brookes Publishing, Baltimore, 
MD, 2008).

•	Enthusiastic and Engaged Learners: Approaches 
to Learning in the Early Childhood Classroom by 
Marilou Hyson (Teachers College Press, New York, 
and NAEYC, Washington, D.C., 2008). 

•	 Informing Our Practice: Useful Research on Young 
Children’s Development by Eva L. Essa and 
Melilssa M. Burnham, eds. (NAEYC, Washington, 
D.C., 2009). 

•	Powerful Children: Understanding How to Teach 
and Learn Using the Reggio Approach by Ann 
Lewin-Benham (Teachers College Press, New York, 
2009).

•	The Program Administrator’s Guide to Early 
Childhood Special Education: Leadership, 
Development, & Supervision by Janeen McCracken 
Taylor, James McGowan, and Toni Linder, eds. 
(Brookes Publishing, Baltimore, MD, 2009).   

•	RTI: A Practitioner’s Guide to Implementing 
Response to Intervention by Daryl F. Mellard and 
Evelyn Johnson (Corwin.Press, Thousand Oaks, 
CA, 2008).

http://www.crtiec.org/
http://www.recognitionandresponse.org/
http://literacypartnershiperfgrant.com/Literacy%20Partnerships%20ERF%20Draft.html
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Another early step is to ask around and find people and 
places nearby that are also on the journey. Perhaps you 
can find someone to correspond with online or during a 
training event who knows something that you don’t know 
about the process. For example, the ORC is hosting a 
webcast to get a conversation started on RTI, UDL, and 
the needs of all children. If you don’t get a chance to 
participate in the live event, an archive of the webcast will 
be available on REC for your use.  

The initial steps also should include the adoption of 
universal design in your classroom. UDL is a great way to 
support the use of RTI. Universal Design for Learning in 
Inclusive Early Childhood Classrooms, another Building 
Blocks best practice brief, can provide you with tons of 
information that will help tear down the barriers to learning 
that can exist in the everyday classroom. If you remove 
these stumbling blocks, you will open pathways for all 
children to learn in tier one of your RTI-based program. 

Early on in the process, it is also important build a team to 
collaborate with you in this effort. The special education 
consultants in your area, itinerant teachers (traveling, 
speech teachers, early intervention, and maybe even 

art and music teachers), the parents of the children in 
your classroom, your administrator or director, and other 
teachers who teach in your building all have a stake in 
the progress your children make. Find some times to sit 
together and brainstorm, set goals, and plan. 

Now take a look at your assessment system with your 
team. Ask yourselves questions  (like those mentioned by 
Judy Helm) to determine if your system is adequate for 
your next adventures in inclusion. Look for additional tools 
that will fill the gaps. Then put your plan into action and 
find out what your children need.  

The final step is not really a final step at all, but the first 
of many steps in a revolving system of best practices: 
assess, plan, teach (as you offer embedded experiences, 
explicit instruction, and specific interventions), reflect and 
assess again, plan to adjust and expand, teach even 
more, and continue the cycle. Ms. Robin and Ms. Annie 
from Child Care on the Square and other educators across 
the country travel this educational path every day, and it 
seems to be yielding positive results for everyone involved. 
The responses and interventions you make for your 
children will have a great impact on their lives.
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These web-based tools and resources will help you do 
further research into the background, goals, features, and 
strategies of RTI so that you and your team can make the 
best choices for your program.    

•	Recognition & Response. R & R is one example of 
how RTI can be adapted to work in an early childhood 
setting.  

•	RTI Action Network: RTI in Pre-Kindergarten. This 
network focuses on the implementation of RTI in schools 
and across grade levels. The Pre-K pages focus on 
implementing RTI at the early childhood level. For 
example, the Fidelity of Implementation Program Level 
Rubric is meant to help you keep true to the vision and 
components of RTI. The rubric identifies the three tiers 
and outlines the key components of RTI. The rubric is an 
excellent tool for you and your planning team to use to 
evaluate your progress and level of fidelity. 

•	Roadmap to Pre-K RTI: Applying Response to 
Intervention in Preschool Settings. This whole document 
is worth reading and bookmarking. It explains in depth 
how RTI can be utilized effectively and appropriately in 
an early childhood setting.   

•	Center for Response to Intervention in Early Childhood. 
CRTIEC conducts research and provides resources for 
those applying RTI in preschool settings. The center 
also provide examples of interventions for Tiers II and 
III.   

•	The Division of Early Childhood. One of the seventeen 
divisions of the Council for Exceptional Children, 
DEC provides a wealth of information and resources 
for teachers, families, students, and others in the 
early childhood community. The website offers links 
to position statements, journals, and information 
on recommended practices. One of the especially 
interesting articles in the samples area of the Young 
Exceptional Children journal section is Recognition & 
Response: Response to Intervention for PreK by Virginia 
Buysse and Ellen Peisner-Feinberg.

• National Center on Response to Intervention. This 
website provides resources about RTI across grade 
levels. Many are pertinent for early childhood including 
some of the recorded webinars in the resource library.  

•	National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center: 
Response to Intervention (RTI) in Early Childhood. 
NECTAC gathers important information for educators 
on a variety of topic. The RTI in Early Childhood page 
pertains to RTI at the early childhood level.   

•	Ohio State Support Team Region 4. Response to 
Intervention (RTI) in Early Childhood Settings. This page 
of Region 4’s website offers information and links to 
PowerPoints and webinar recordings that explain RTI in 
early childhood settings.  

•	Response to Intervention: What Does It Mean for 
Preschool by Merrie Darrah and Sarah Jackson. Project 
Direct, the University of Toledo’s website, offers a link to 
this PowerPoint presentation about RTI. 

•	Promoting Positive Outcomes for Children with 
Disabilities: Recommendations for Curriculum, 
Assessment, and Program Evaluation (Division for Early 
Childhood, Missoula, MT, 2007). 

•	Quality Preschool Systems Introduction to Model by 
S. Jackson, S. Goss, K. Pretti-Frontczak, M. Darrah, 
S. Harjusola-Webb, and S. Hirko (State Support Team 
Region 8 and Kent State University, Cuyahoga Falls, 
OH, 2007). 

•	Response to Intervention: Policy Considerations and 
Implementation (National Association of State Directors 
of Special Education, Alexandria, VA, 2006).  

tools and resources

http://www.recognitionandresponse.org/
http://www.rtinetwork.org/learn/rti-in-pre-kindergarten
http://www.rtinetwork.org/images/roadmaptoprekrti.pdf
http://www.rtinetwork.org/images/roadmaptoprekrti.pdf
http://www.crtiec.org/
http://www.dec-sped.org/
http://yec.sagepub.com/content/by/year
http://yec.sagepub.com/content/by/year
http://yec.sagepub.com/content/13/4/2.full.pdf+html
http://yec.sagepub.com/content/13/4/2.full.pdf+html
http://www.rti4success.org/
http://www.nectac.org/topics/RTI/RTI.asp
http://www.nectac.org/topics/RTI/RTI.asp
http://www.sst4.org/public/SST/pd_materials-oip.cfm
http://www.utoledo.edu/education/direct/conference_presentations.html
http://www.utoledo.edu/education/direct/conference_presentations.html
http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:O_hq1xjeBPYJ:www.dec-sped.org/uploads/docs/about_dec/position_concept_papers/Prmtg_Pos_Outcomes_Companion_Paper.pdf+promoting+positive+outcomes+for+children+with+disabilities:+recommendations+for+curriculum,+assessment,+and+program+evaluation&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiBI-FDNuhEyPV889O1JEqERZYhh4RruJ8Bs9rY-_xgT0r3_iRlSNh-myhmnmtJ273wsUkQXe6kAz2WMqjuZuN_zFZJDWS8ZmON0jfw7Zyr0oPu5zFkzBQG_ttO4fIEBRRfl4Rh&sig=AHIEtbSpjhDuo1NT0aPhspffRkvMApLMHA
http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:O_hq1xjeBPYJ:www.dec-sped.org/uploads/docs/about_dec/position_concept_papers/Prmtg_Pos_Outcomes_Companion_Paper.pdf+promoting+positive+outcomes+for+children+with+disabilities:+recommendations+for+curriculum,+assessment,+and+program+evaluation&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESiBI-FDNuhEyPV889O1JEqERZYhh4RruJ8Bs9rY-_xgT0r3_iRlSNh-myhmnmtJ273wsUkQXe6kAz2WMqjuZuN_zFZJDWS8ZmON0jfw7Zyr0oPu5zFkzBQG_ttO4fIEBRRfl4Rh&sig=AHIEtbSpjhDuo1NT0aPhspffRkvMApLMHA
http://www.personal.kent.edu/~srobbin4/documents/portfolio/Quailty%20Preschool%20Systems%20Introduction0.pdf
http://www.nasdse.org/Projects/ResponsetoInterventionRtIProject/tabid/411/Default.aspx
http://www.nasdse.org/Projects/ResponsetoInterventionRtIProject/tabid/411/Default.aspx
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ohio early learning program guidelines

Goal 2:  Educators demonstrate nurturing and supportive relationships with children to promote self assurance 
and competence.

Section 2: Environments Matter

Outcome 1:  The learning environment is organized to support and facilitate young children’s thinking abilities, 
learning processes, social competencies and general well-being.

Outcome 2:  Educators have the knowledge and skills necessary to support children’s learning and development.

Goal 2:  A comprehensive early childhood curriculum is used to address child development objectives and Ohio’s 
Early Learning Content Standards.

Goal 1:  Early childhood educators demonstrate the competencies necessary to provide high quality instruction.

Goal 3:  Educators demonstrate reflective teaching practices.

Performance Indicator 2.4:  Educators intentionally plan educational experiences and deliver instruction 
using a variety of teaching strategies to meet the diverse learning abilities of all children.

Performance Indicator 2.2: Educators evaluate and adjust their actions to respond to differing abilities, 
temperaments, activity levels and developmental abilities.

Performance Indicator 3.1: Educators meet regularly to reflect on children’s experiences and to share 
curriculum ideas and teaching strategies.

Performance Indicator 1.1: Educators demonstrate their understanding of child development by:

•  Planning experiences that reflect knowledge of the universal stages of development and 
developmental milestones;

•  Adjusting experiences to meet the uniqueness of all children (i.e., stage of development, 
temperament, ways of engaging);

•  Carefully crafting a daily schedule that addresses all developmental domains (i.e., time for gross 
motor play; opportunities for oral language and social interaction – peer to peer, adult to child and 
child to adult; and exploration, investigation and creative expression);

•  Acknowledging the social and emotional feelings of children; and

•  Incorporating knowledge of each child’s social and cultural influences and how they influence 
development and learning.
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