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Step 4: Reread the story. 

When reading the story again, be sure to pause during the 
repeated text lines for children to say the names of the actions 
and the animals.  Prompt their response, if necessary.  

I learned to walk from my friend the cat. 
I learned to jump from my friend the dog. 
I learned to climb from my friend the monkey… 
 
I learned to play from my friends at school.And I 
learned to love from a friend like you.

From My Friends by Taro Gomi

Step 5: Develop the RT Script. 

Review vocabulary, content, and pronunciations, if 
necessary.  Use chart paper to record the script. 
Introduce the song “Friend of Mine” to the tune “Mary 
Had a Little Lamb” to the children.  
 
Will you be a friend of mine,  
friend of mine, friend of mine?  
Will you be a friend of mine  
and (insert an action) around with me?  
 
_______ is a friend of mine,  
friend of mine, friend of mine,  
_______ is a friend of mine,  
who (insert same action) around with me. 
 
Add the song to the script.  
Display the book (or the big book) nearby so the children 
can see it in addition to the song and the script. 

Step 6: Design and create props. 

Invite children to co-create puppets or masks to represent 
the story’s characters.  Keep the script, puppets, and other 
props in a reader’s theater-in-a-box for use later.  

Reader’s Theater Sample Lesson (continued)
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Step 7: Assign RT parts. 

Discuss and choose the story’s character parts and the 
role of the narrator in the script. For example:

Narrator: The First Girl said…

First Girl: I learned to walk from my friend the cat.

Narrator: The cat said…

Cat: Will you be a friend of mine,  
friend of mine, friend of mine?  
Will you be a friend of mine  
and walk around with me?

First Girl: Cat is a friend of mine,  
friend of mine, friend of mine.  
Cat is a friend of mine,  
who walked around with me. 

Narrator: The First Boy said…

First Boy: I learned to jump from my friend the dog.

Narrator: The dog said…

Dog: Will you be a friend of mine,  
friend of mine, friend of mine?  
Will you be a friend of mine  
and jump around with me?

First Boy: Dog is a friend of mine,  
friend of mine, friend of mine.  
Dog is a friend of mine,  
who jumped around with me.

 
And so forth… until the last two lines, which 
are repeated at section breaks. 

I learned to play from my friends at school. 
And I learned to love from a friend like you. 

Reader’s Theater Sample Lesson (continued)
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Reader’s Theater Sample Lesson (continued)

Step 8: Do an RT run-through.

Have the children do a run-through.  During the run-through, 
the teacher reads the part of the narrator and the children 
usually respond as a group.  To help keep the experience 
short during the run-through, divide the My Friend script 
into three parts. End each part with “I learned to play from 
my friends at school. And I learned to love from a friend like 
you.”  Extend the RT based on the children’s interest.  

Step 9: Assign the RT roles. 

This step does not usually take place on the same day 
as Steps 1–7.  Introduce the concept of an audience and 
the process of actively listening to a speaker as well as 
typical audience behavior and rules. When attempting to 
outline the rules, include children’s ideas in setting rules 
that will govern behavior. Discuss the concepts of listening, 
speaking, and taking turns. The group may also want to 
discuss where the audience sits to watch.  Bear in mind 
that sometimes RT is performed simply for the enjoyment 
of the participants and there is no other audience.

Step 10: Group children. 

Divide the children into groups of performers and audience.

Step 11: Perform the RT.

Take turns performing the RT. Put the RT-in-a-
box in a center for children to reenact at will.

Step 12: Evaluate the RT.

Use the Early Learning Childhood Standards in English 
language arts and social studies to evaluate children’s progress 
individually or as members of a group in achieving goals of 
the lesson. Use the evaluation to decide what to do next.


